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Mostly sunny: High 75, Low 56 


NATION 


Conyers 
to leave 
committee 
leadership 


Rep. John Conyers 
steps down from 

his leadership 

role on the House 
Judiciary Committee 
amid an ethics 
investigation into 
sexual harassment 
allegations, and Sen. 
Al Franken, who 
faces allegations 

of groping several 
women, says he is 
returning to work. 
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Express-News file 
The state’s wind 


power capacity is 
more than 20,000 
megawatts. 


Wind power 
blows past 
coal in Texas 
Wind power, by one 
important measure, 
has surpassed 

coal to become 

the second-largest 
electricity source in 
Texas, yet another 
milestone in the 
state’s march toward 
greater reliance on 
renewable energy. 
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Loopholes 

in GOP tax bill 
benefit wealthy 
Lawmakers who 
sped a bill through 
the U.S. House this 
month may hand a 
few more goodies 

to Wall Street’s 
wealthiest than 

they realize through 
loopholes deep in 
the tax plan’s details. 
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CITY | STATE 


UH rolls out 
app that helps 
advise students 
The University 

of Houston joins 

a growing list of 
colleges using apps 
to connect with 
students and free 
up some academic 
advisers. Page A3 


SPORTS 


Texans’ defense, 
running game 
need to step up 
If the Texans can 
upset the Baltimore 
Ravens on Monday 
night then win 

their next game in 
Tennessee, they 
could make the 
season interesting, 
but it will take their 
most mistake-free 
game yet to do it. 
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“My goal was to get out there as soon as we could.” 
Kristi Fazioli, UHCL dolphin researcher 
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Steve Gonzales photos / Houston Chronicle 
Biologist Cory Scanes pilots a boat in Galveston Bay, where dolphins are turning up with skin lesions. 


Bay’s dolphins struggle 
to recover after Harvey 


By Alex Stuckey 


GALVESTON BAY 
— Kristi Fazioli first 
spotted the pair of dol- 
phins swimming behind 
a shrimp trawler near 
Morgan’s Point, eager to 
get a mouthful of break- 
fast. 

They appeared 
healthy as they popped 
in and out of the choppy 
waters typical for a No- 
vember day on Galves- 
ton Bay. But a second 
glance showed the truth: 
Their skin was mottled 
and blotchy, covered in 
a patchwork of white le- 
sions that stood in stark 
contrast to the gray col- 


Researchers observe lesions 
covering the marine mammals 


Researchers believe the lesions found on dolphins 


= 


in Galveston Bay are related to the inundation of 
freshwater into the bay during Hurricane Harvey. 


oring characteristic of 
bottlenose dolphins. 
Where some might 
have winced at the dol- 
phins’ sickly appear- 
ance, Fazioli, a research 
associate at the Univer- 
sity of Houston-Clear 
Lake’s Environmental 
Institute of Houston, 
calmly snapped photos 
of the lesions, docu- 
menting the time, date 
and place of the sighting. 
This is the post-Hur- 
ricane Harvey reality 
for the popular bay dol- 
phins, known to swim 
alongside boats and fer- 
ries throughout Galves- 
ton Bay. Nearly three 
Lesions continues on A11 


Texas a hotbed for stem cell clinics 


Critics wary of field that promises 


big results but fac 


By Todd Ackerman 


Martha Barden hobbled 
around in so much pain 
— barely able to navigate 
stairs, always calculat- 
ing distances she could 
walk — that her husband 
told her she needed knee 


es little regulation 


replacement. 

The Friendswood 
woman didn’t disagree, 
but she wasn’t keen on 
surgery, which hadnt 
done wonders for some of 
her friends and made her 
nervous at 65 years of age. 
She was more interested 


in the promise of stem cell 
therapy, touted for an abil- 
ity to rejuvenate aging or 
injured joints. 

“I noticed that lots of 
athletes had done stem cell 
treatment and figured if 
it’s good enough for them, 
it’s probably good enough 
for me,” said Barden, who 
skied and played tennis in 
her younger years. “I could 
always have surgery later if 


it didn’t work.” 

In April, Barden got an 
injection of stem cells at 
a Pearland clinic, one of 
more than 100 for-profit 
businesses in Texas pro- 
viding the increasingly 
popular but unproven and 
expensive therapy. A re- 
cent report found the state 
is one of the nation’s stem 
cell hotbeds, promoting 
Stem cell continues on A11 


Cricket lovers see 
a path for growth 


Fans hope sport 
gaining popularity 
here can follow in 
soccer’s footsteps 


By Zach Despart 


That ball is gone. Like, 
George Springer-over-the- 
train-tracks gone. Hope- 
I-didn’t-park-my-car- 
over-there gone. It lands, 
eventually, in the dog run 
next door at Katy’s Paul D. 
Rushing Park, ano-doubter 
off the bat of 19-year-old 
Ansah Shah. 

He settles back into his 
stance and gets ready for the 


next ball. Nohomerun trots 
here — this is cricket, and 
believe it or not, football-ob- 
sessed Houston isa hotbed. 

Shah plays for the Stal- 
lions, who were facing a 
team called Smart Choice 
the Sunday before Thanks- 
giving in the Houston 
Cricket League’s top divi- 
sion final. 

Fort Bend County, which 
includes Sugar Land and 
parts of Katy, is perhaps the 
region’s most fertile market 
for cricket. One of the fast- 
est-growing and most di- 
verse counties in the nation, 
Fort Bend is one-fifth Asian, 
including large populations 

Cricket continues on A6 


Marie D. De Jesus / Houston Chronicle 
Stallions batman Iqra Farooqui takes a shot against 
opposing team Smart Choice during a cricket match. 


Gun 
checks 
spike 


season 


Black Friday sets 
record for number 
of requests FBI 
says it received 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 
WASHINGTON POST 


For decades, the term 
“Black Friday” has con- 
jured up distinct images: 
Turkey-stuffed consum- 
ers awake at insanely 
early hours of the morn- 
ing, bursting into big-box 
stores to fight over flat- 
screen TVs. 

But in a muzzle flash, it 
seems, a new image may be 
replacing that stereotype. 
It involves a trigger and, 
possibly, a scope. 

On Friday, the FBI re- 
ceived 203,086 requests for 
instant gun background 
checks, according to USA 
Today — nearly a 10 per- 
cent increase from the year 
before and a new record 
for background checksina 
single day. 

That’s not an anomaly. 
According to the FBI, the 
previous two records for 
background checks were 
also set on the day after the 
federal holiday in which 
Americans give thanks for 
the year’s blessings. 

The FBI didn’t pro- 
vide any analysis behind 
the spike, but the biggest 
shopping day of the year 
may come at a moment of 
worry for people who fear 
someone from the govern- 
ment may knock on their 
door someday and confis- 
cate their guns. 

In the Houston region, 
Joseph Beck, owner of 
the Liberty Armory in 
Bellaire, said he saw sub- 
stantially more foot traf- 
fic through his store this 
year compared to previous 
years during the Black Fri- 
day weekend. He declined 
to provide weekend sales 
numbers. 

Beck credited the in- 
crease to a few factors, in- 
cluding a recovering econ- 
omy and worries about 
legislation that would re- 
strict access to firearms. 

“There’s been a lot of ag- 
gression in the media” and 
from some lawmakers in 
the wake of recent shoot- 
ings, Beck said. “And so 
people have become con- 
cerned.” 

Joe Bargas, owner of 

Gun continues on A9 


By the numbers 


Highest days for requests 
to National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System: 


203,086 


Black Friday 2017 


185,713 


Black Friday 2016 


185,345 


Black Friday 2015 


177,170 


Friday, Dec. 21, 2012 


175,754 


Black Friday 2014 
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